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DRAWINGS 


OF  THE 


\ 


GLASS  CASES 


IN  USE 


FOR  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  OBJECTS 


IN  THE 


SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM. 


PREFACE. 


The  experience  obtained  at  the  South  Kensington 
Museum  has  proved  that  small  cases  are  much  more  con¬ 
venient  than  large  ones.  They  enable  the  Student  to  study 
the  Specimens  closely.  Much  space  is  saved.  The  Spe¬ 
cimens  are  seen  more  effectively.  When  the  cases  have  to 
be  opened  the  risks  of  consultation  are  lessened.  They  can 
be  re-arranged  more  easily  than  large  cases. 

A  great  difficulty  in  all  Museums  is  want  of  space.  Space 
is  determined  chiefly  by  the  quantity  of  the  floor  space.  By 
a  judicious  use  of  Vertical  Space  the  floor  space  may  be 
economized  sometimes  four  fold.  And  the  objects  are  better 
seen  when  the  Spectator  stands  up,  than  when  he  stoops , 
a  posture  which  may  unpleasantly  affect  his  head,  incon¬ 
veniences  other  Spectators,  and  takes  up  much  room. 

Henry  Cole. 


i  ith  October  1872, 


■ 


. 


The  following  notes  will  explain  the  drawings.  The  prices  given 
are  what  have  actually  been  paid  to  first  rate  firms  for  the  several 
articles,  and  do  not  include  locks  nor  internal  fittings.  Since  the 
cases,  etc.,  were  made,  the  prices  of  both  glass  and  mahogany 
have  risen  considerably  and  this  would  increase  the  prices  from 
8  to  1 2  per  cent. 


PLATE  i. 


An  oblong  case  and  stand  with  a  close  bottom  plinth,  designed 
chiefly  for  exhibiting  glass,  porcelain,  etc.  For  access  to  the  inside 
of  case  the  end  sashes  are  hung  with  strong  brass  butts  and  secured 
with  locks.  The  whole  of  the  woodwork,  with  the  exception  of 
the  bottom  which  is  inch  framed  deal,  is  of  the  best  Honduras 
mahogany,  stained  black  and  ebonized.  The  sides,  ends  and  top 
sashes,  are  glazed  with  \  inch  British  plate  glass  of  the  best  glazing 
quality.  For  details  of  construction  see  plate  12.  The  form  of 
inside  fittings  shewn  has  been  generally  adopted.  These  are  made 
of  f  inch  deal  and  covered  with  claret  coloured  Turkey  cloth.  The 
bottom  of  case  is  also  covered.  Price  of  the  case  and  stand,  £45. 


[Experience  has  shown  that  the  framework  should  be  open  on  the  ground,  as  dust  accumulates 
under  the  close  plinth. — H.  C.] 


PLATE  2. 


An  oblong  case  on  a  stand,  with  turned  legs  connected  at  the 
bottom  by  cross  rails,  designed  to  supersede  that  on  plate  1,  both 
for  economy  in  price,  and  cleanliness.  The  end  sashes  are  con¬ 
structed  to  take  out,  being  secured  at  the  bottom  by  dropping 
into  a  groove  and  at  the  top  by  locks,  this  plan  obviates  hinging. 
The  woodwork,  with  the  exception  of  the  bottom,  is  of  the  best 
Honduras  mahogany,  stained  black  and  ebonized.  The  sides, 
ends  and  top  sashes  are  glazed  as  No.  1 .  For  details  see  plate 
No.  13.  The  inside  fittings  are  the  same  as  in  No.  1.  Price  of 
the  case  and  stand,  £27. 

[Found  to  be  a  very  convenient  case. — H.  C.] 

PLATE  3. 

A  narrow  oblong  case  on  a  turned  leg  stand  designed  for 
exhibiting  jewellery,  enamels,  etc.  The  construction  and  details 
of  this  case  are  the  same  as  those  of  No.  2.  The  inside  fittings, 
as  shewn,  are  1^  inch  deal  shelves  covered  with  Turkey  cloth,  with 
small  black  beads  inserted  round  the  edges,  and  resting  on  turned 
ebonized  columns.  Price  of  case  and  stand,  £22. 
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PLATE  4. 

An  upright  case  of  oblong  form,  on  a  raised  plinth  9  inches 
high,  designed  for  exhibiting  objects  of  various  descriptions  and 
generally  large  size.  The  four  side  sashes  are  hung  with  strong 
brass  fly  hinges  and  secured  with  locks.  The  sides,  ends  and  top 
sashes  are  glazed  with  British  plate  glass.  The  whole  of  the  wood¬ 
work,  except  the  bottom  which  is  i$-  inch  framed  deal,  is  of  the 
best  Honduras  mahogany  stained  black  and  ebonized.  The 
fittings,  as  shewn,  are  generally  adopted,  but  can  be  varied  to  suit 
the  exhibits.  Price  £54.  For  details  of  construction  see  plate  14. 

[Fittings  should  not  be  solid  but  shelves.— H.  C] 


No.  1  is  an  upright  square  case  on  a  close  plinth  1 8  inches  high, 
designed  to  exhibit  special  objects  or  large  works  in  pottery,  metal¬ 
work,  etc.  One  side  is  made  to  open  and  hung  with  strong  brass 
butts  and  secured  with  locks  ;  the  four  sides  and  top  sashes  are 
glazed  with  i  inch  thick  British  plate  glass.  The  whole  of  the 
woodwork,  except  the  bottom,  is  of  the  best  Honduras  mahogany 
stained  black  and  ebonized.  The  internal  fittings,  as  shewn,  have 
been  generafly  adopted  for  exhibiting  pottery.  They  are  made  of 

deal  C0Vered  with  Turkey  cloth.  For  details  of  construction  see 
piatc  15.  Price  £24. 

"°-  ““ '  “f  Uprlgh‘waU  No.  j  is  the  end  vie.  of  the 

plate  glass  theT’  ^'1  a"d  '°P  Sash“  “*  6Uztd  British 

mad'  “  °1*"  “d  *-“"8  wi,h  strong 
ZL  Z  IT  W,th  l0CkS'  Thc  construction 

deal.  The  fitting 1,tXCei>‘  lhebafk  which  is  of  ,j  inch  framed 

covered  with  TorS,  cloTlli^t  d“'  Sh'Im 

[A  convenient  case.— -H.  C  J 


This  is  a  rotating  pil]ar  on  , 

exhibit  series  of  manv  d  ^Uare  °Pcn  8tand  designed  to 

30  pairs  of  imperial  size  f  aWm^’  mcdals,  etc.  It  is  fitted  with 
are  connected  together  inrJ*  [shew,n8  60  Paces).  The  frames 
on  the  outside  edges  and  h**'™  ^  t0  by  pianoforte  hinges 
6  ,a"dhu"S  Pi™  projecting  from  ,hc  pilUr. 
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so  as  to  open  in  somewhat  the  same  way  as  the  leaves  of  a  book. 
The  sight  size  of  the  frames  is  2  feet  5  inches  by  1  foot  9  inches, 
representing  a  total  amount  of  wall  space  equal  to  254  superficial 
feet.  The  whole  of  the  woodwork  is  of  the  best  Honduras 
mahogany  stained  black  and  ebonized.  The  pin  rings  are  of  gun- 
metal  with  steel  pins,  the  pin  eyes  are  also  of  gun  metal.  The 
frames  are  glazed  with  Chance’s  ai  ounce  crystal  sheet  glass. 
Price,  including  frames,  £73  10s.  For  details  see  plate  16. 

PLATE  7. 

This  illustrates  a  cheaper  method  of  exhibiting  drawings,  etc., 
than  that  in  plate  6.  A  triangular  stand  with  moulded  base  is  fitted 
with  24  pairs  of  imperial  size  frames  (or  48  faces)  hung  in  the  same 
manner  as  shewn  in  plate  6.  The  woodwork  is  of  Honduras 
mahogany  stained  and  ebonized.  These  stands  can  be  used  singly 
fixed  back  to  a  wall,  or  they  are  made  self-supporting  by  fixing 
two  together  as  shewn  on  the  plan.  A  single  stand  represents  203 
feet  super,  of  wall  space.  Price  of  stand  without  frames  £8 
1  os.,  with  frames  £37  6s.  For  details  see  plate  17. 

[I  consider  that  this  accomplishes  the  same  end  as  No.  6.  It  can  be  divided  in  the  centre  and  each 
half  placed  against  a  wall. — H.  C.] 


PLATE  8. 

Illustrates  another  method  of  providing  means  of  hanging 
frames  on  a  background.  An  upright  stand  carries  two  fixed 
and  four  hanging  leaves ,  shewing  ten  faces  each  7  feet  4  inches 
by  3  feet.  The  total  being  equivalent  to  220  feet  of  wall  space. 
These  stands,  like  those  in  plate  7  can  be  fixed  singly  against 
the  wall,  or  in  pairs  back  to  back,  in  which  latter  case  the  double 
base,  as  shewn  in  the  drawing,  must  be  used.  The  stands  and  edges 
of  leaves  are  made  of  Honduras  mahogany  french  polished  ;  the 
leaves  are  of  1^  inch  pine,  flush  panel,  framed  and  hung  with  strong 
iron  centre  and  eyes.  The  panel  framing  is  distempered  in  neutral 
green  tint.  For  details  see  plate  18.  Price,  complete,  £19. 
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PLATE  9. 

Upright  square  cases  on  turned  leg  stands,  designed  to  supersede 
No.  1,  on  plate  5.  The  four  sides  and  top  are  glazed  with  British 
plate  glass,  one  side  is  made  to  open  and  hung  with  3  strong  brass 
butts  and  secured  with  locks,  the  whole  of  the  woodwork,  except 
bottoms,  is  of  Honduras  mahogany,  stained  black  and  ebonized. 
For  details  of  construction  see  plate  1 9.  The  internal  fitting*  are 
made  of  £  inch  deal  and  covered  with  Turkey  cloth ;  it  is  better  if 
open  shelves  be  used.  Price  of  No.  I,  £22,  of  No.  2,  £20. 

PLATE  10. 

An  oblong  case  with  slanting  sides  on  a  turned  leg  stand, 
designed  to  exhibit  glass,  jewellery,  etc.  The  sides  are  constructed 
to  take  out  and  are  secured  with  locks  at  the  ends.  The  wood¬ 
work,  except  the  bottom,  is  of  Honduras  mohogany  stained  black 
and  ebonized.  The  internal  fittings  are  of  deal  covered  with 
Turkey  cloth  and  consist  of  either  moveable  shelves,  or  a  pyramid 
fitting  the  whole  length  and  height  of  case.  Price  of  case  and 
stand,  £16  1  os.  For  details  of  construction  see  plate  20. 

[Found  convenient  and  ornamental.— H.C.] 


and  ton  c  °^onS  case  on  a  turned  leg  stand.  The  sides,  ends, 

are  made  to  8  ^  ^  P'atC  glass*  Thc  end  5ashcs 

work  exceDttherandarCSCCUrCdbyl0C,Caatthct0P:  ^ewood- 
and  ebonized  Wdrtrik  °r  H°ndutaS  mahogany  stain«l  black 
case  and  stand,  £9.  ~  P1*"  «•  *ice  of 

[Also  recommended.— H.  C  ] 
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